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ihere has been a greai ~mount of research concerning student
activism in the decade following the Berkeley Frec Speech iiovement
of 1964. This bibliography represents an atiempt to organize the
resulting literature into a meaningful and manageable framework.
It contains references to "empirical" literature--i.e., papers and
publicailicns whiz. present data relevant to student activism., It
is orgenized intio the eight sections noted in the "Table of
Contents,"

By vay of introduction, we 1rill briefly discuss the material
in each seciion, summarizing kes findings and pointing out trencs
in the evidencc vhere relevant.

Section I focuses on studies of "ragical” (i.e., leftist,
anti-Establiskment) activists. The fact that it contains nearly
half of the entries in the bibliography reflects the intense
interest vhich radical students have aroused among, researchers
as well as the public. There is also a noticeable trend in the
research reported in this section. The "early" studies (from
196k to approximately 1967) of radical activists painted a
relatively consistent image of their subjccts~~-in contrast to
popular opinion radicals wcre generally found to be psycholo,ically
anc morally thealthy," and intellectually and academically
superior students. Further, they often came from families in
thich the parents tended to be quite politiicelly liberal anc
democratic in their relaticns with their children (see, e..,
Flacks, 1967a; 1967b; Haan, et. al., 1969; Heist, 1965;

Keniston, 1968, 1970; Smith, et. al., 1970). Consequently,
rather than seen as rebelling a2gainst their parents, radical
youth vere vieved as simply living up to the humanistic and

q
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egalitarian valucs into which they vere socializec. Horever, ‘
efforts to live up to their idexls did bring, them into cenflict
rith the larger society tthich did not share their valucs. Their 1
willingness to rcbel against sceiety uas perhaps heightened by
the fact thai their parents tenced to be uppsr-midcle-class in
sccioeconemic status (often well-educated professionals). Thus,
radical youth were able to experience the material camforts offered
by an affluent society, and generally found them want ing (see,
€.+, Jraungart, 1966, 1971a; Flacks, 1967a, 1967b; Watts anc
Vhitiaker, 1966; lestby and Braungart, 1966).

As protest continued into the late Sixties, however, this
image of radical student activists began to change. It was
perhaps inevitable that as student protest spread frem a feu
elite universities to a wide range of institutions s and appealed
to a graving number of students at instituticns of all types;
that activists would be drawn frcm a more diverse set of back-
grouncs. The evidencc sugycsts that this did in fact occurs
Several studies of radicals in the late Sixties (many at non-
elite universities) found them to have family backirounds which
were not thal dissimilar to students in general (see, evge,
Clarke and Egan, 1972; Dunlap, 1970; Hayes, 1972; Kahn and
barers, 1970; iiankoff and Flacks, 1971; Pugh, et. al., 1971).
At the same time that studies were shcwing that racicals could
not be easily distinguished frcm non-activists in terms of
family SiiS, parents! politics, etc., a Jrowing bedy of research

vas focusing on psychological and ideological differences betucen

radicals anc other students. ot surprisingly, as family
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back;rcund variables became less important predictors of activisnag
rcsearchers turned their attention from sociological to
psychological and social-psychological variables » ana began
to explain activism in terms of political and social ideologies,
social commitment, moral development, eic. (see, €.y., Blumenthal,
1973; Christie, et. al., 1969; Cryns and Finn, 1973; Lewis and
Kraut, 1972; iiiller and Everscn, 1970).

Another observaticn relevant to the above ctiudies is also
pertinent to the studies of "ccnservative" student activists
presented in Section II. This is Kerpelman's (1969, 1972)
conienticn that early studies of radical student activists con-
founded ideology with activism, and that some of the resulting
conclusicns apply to factivists® per se, not just "radical”
(c.g., leftist) activists. While both Lacy (1971) and Rogers
(1972) present additional evidence to support Kerpelman's
positicn that activism (regardless of ideology) 1s associated
with intclligence, poiitical kncwledge, academic ability, etc.,
this is an issue vhich deserves more investigaticn than it has
received. Unfortunately, there have not been very many studies
of conservative student activists~-undoubtedly because they are
fever in number and less visible than their radical counterparts.

The majority of studies that have investigated conservative
activists have cempared them to samples of radical activisis,
and thus the bulk of Section II includes references to studies
already listed in Scction I. Available evidence on conservative

activists suygests that they tend to closely follow their

)
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are ts'! politics, receive par.ntal approval for their political
activilies, and scmewhat surprisingly, ceme from families lcuer
in sociocconcmic s.atus tian those of (at least the early)
radical activists (sec, €.¢., Berns, et. al., 1972; Braungart,
19€6, 19712, 1971b; Dunlap, 1970; siller and Everson, 1970).

Secticn III centains studies of Black student protestors.
Thesc stucdics have generally been neglected by analysis of white
stucent activism, despite the fact that it was the Civil Rights
riovement that played a key role in the carly stages of protest
among, white students (e.y., at Berkeley). In general, the
evidence on Black activists seems to agree with that on white
activists, as the former vere found to be frem higher-than-
average sccial class backgrcunds and to be relatively gocd
students (sec, c.y., ilatthews and Prothro, 1969; Orbell, 1967;
Orum, 1973; Orum and Crum, 1968).

Section IV incluces two related types of studies--those
primarily concerned with measuring the "scope" of student
protest (i.e., what proportion of campuses experienced protest)
anc those concerned with relating the occurrence of protest to
characieristics of institutions of higher education. They are
combined into a single category because there is considerable
overlap between them--many studies of the scopc of protest
related occurrcnces of protest to campus characteristics.

This section includes a number of cspecially sipnificant
Studies, because they decal directly with the fundamental issue
of the causc of student protest. Cn the one hand, there are

studies which appear “o support the popular view that students
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were protesting becausc of their dissatisfocticn vith large
impersonal, bureaucratic "multiversities" (e.z., Ellis and
Thempson, 19€9; Scott and E1 issal, 1969). ‘hile the evidence
indicates that protests were more likcly to occur at large
multiversities, these studies neglected a large amount of
evidence shcring that protesting students indicatcd far greater
concern 1rith socictal issues such as Civil Rights and Vietnam
than the;” <id vith campus conditicns such as large classes and
impersonal bureaucracies (see, e.g., Dunlap, 1570; Keniston and
Lerner, 1971). It seems evident that it uas a ccncern with
racism, the Vietnam war, poverty, etc. that was the primary
motivation for the early campus disturbances, although eventually
hostiliiy uas directed specifically at universities when they
came to be viewed as guilty of camplicity with the ™military-
industrial complex" (Dunlap, 1970).

This is not to derythat campus cenditions played no role in
the creation of protest. It seems probable that students would
be more likely to protest if they were on a large, bureaucratic
ana impersonal campus vhere it was difficult to obtain a
meaningful and personal response to their grievances (primarily
about off-campus problems and the universities' failure to deal
r7ith the problems) from administrators. Further s the larger
the student bedy, the more likely the presence of a "eritical

mass' of protest-oriented students nceded to begin a demonstration

(Blau anc Sloughter, 1971). Yet, while recognizing that

characteristics of the multiversity might have contributed
indgirectly to student protest, it is important to keep ir mind
that in most cases the original impetus to protest came frem

student dissatisfaction trith societal cenditions.

.
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In Seclion V studies of stucent attitudes tcrard protest

are presented. Such studies are often combined with the studies
of racdical activists in Section I, but should be separated--

there is clearly a difference between expressing support for, or
approval of, 2 campus Cemonstration on a survey (often taken

after the demonstration has ended) and actually participating

in such a demonstration. Thus, while the research in Section I
focuses on "radicals" as cefined by membership in a radical
organization (e.g., SDS) or a behavioral act (e.g., taking part
in a campus demonstraticn), the studies in Section V tend to
classify stucents as "pro-" or "anti-" protest on the basis of
questionnaire or interview respcnses. Hcwever, it is important
to note that several studies (e.g., Gales, 1966; Somers, 1965)
report that students vho support or approve of campus demonsirations
are similar to the "radicals" who actually participate in the
denonstrations.

Section VI presents several studies of faculty attitudes
towarc student protest. In general, these studies show that
youn,, liberal, untenured faculty in the humanities and social
sciences uvere more likely than their counterparts to vieuw
protestors in a favorable light (see, €.g., Abramson and Uences,
1972; Cole an¢ Adamsons, 1969, 1970).

The last group of empirical studies concerns public reaction
to protest, and they are listed in Section VII. These studies
show that a favorable (or less unfavorable) attitude touard
protestors is more likely to be found among Blacks, the college
educated, young acults, liberals and Democrats (see, ¢.g.,

Robinson, 1970; Spaeth, 1969).

q
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Finally, for these vho may find the amount of empirical
material on siudent activism umrieldly, in Secticn VIII we have
included a2 number of good revieus of the empirical literature.
However, while the revieus give good coverage to the early work
on activism, they naturally tend to slight the later work.
Serious analysts will thus want to consult many of the original
studies. The purpose of this introducticn is, in part, to provide
a cuick guide to the literature by noting general trends and
by citing specific examples of findings. An additional time-

savin, device is available in the form of the College Student

Personnel Abstracts. We would estimate that approximately half

of the studies listed in this bibliography have been abstracted
in recent issues of CSPA.

Ue hope that this information will help make the research
cn student activism more accessible to interested schelars y for
its' risc and decline is surely one of the most interesting

phenomena in our nation's history.
T
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